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St. John’s Evangelical 

Lutheran Church 
 

 

Welcome to our visitors! 
 

• It is our hope and prayer that the message you hear today from God’s Word  

will fill your heart with the peace that only God can offer and the joy we have in 

knowing that Jesus Christ is our Savior from sin. 

  
 

• Large print service folders are available from an usher. Assisted listening 

devices, including both ear bud and loop receivers for digital hearing aids,  

are also available from an usher.  

 

• Children’s bulletins and worship notes are available in the round tract rack in the 

entry area. 

 

• Parents may take small children into the entry area, mother’s room (at the back 

of the church), or nursery (lower level of church) as needed and follow the 

worship service on the TV monitor. Changing tables are available in the 

mother’s room and in the room adjacent to the nursery. 

 

• Restrooms are located at the far end of the entry area. 

 

• During the offering, all worshipers are asked to fill out a Connection Card 

(included with the service folder or available online at www.sjtosa.org/Connect). 

Completed cards may be placed in the baskets by the exit. 
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Midweek Advent 1 

December 1, 2021  

 

The Savior Comes: To the Doubting 

 

 

 

Prelude 

 

Please stand 

 

 
 

 For two of our midweek Advent services, we will use Marty Haugen’s Holden Evening Prayer liturgy 

(so named because it was composed while Haugen was musician-in-residence at Holden Village, a 

Lutheran retreat center in Washington State). This service is a quiet, devotional service, appropriate for 

the meditative and reflective emphasis of the Advent season. During Advent, we ponder how God came 

down from heaven to earth in the form of a little child to redeem the world from sin, death, and the 

power of the devil. May God bless your prayer and meditation during this Advent season. 
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L: Blessed are you, Creator of the universe – from old you have led your people by night and day. 

May the light of your Christ make our darkness bright, for your Word and your presence are 

the light of our pathways, and you are the light and life of all creation. 
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Be seated 

 

 

  O God, I call to you, come to me now; 

  O hear my voice when I cry to you. Refrain 

 

  Keep watch within me, God; 

  Deep in my heart may the light of your love be burning bright. Refrain 

 

  All praise to the God of all – Creator of life; 

  All praise be to Christ and the Spirit of love. Refrain 

 

  Silence for meditation 

 

L:  May our prayers come before you, O God, as incense, and may your presence surround and fill 

us, so that in union with all creation we might sing your praise and your love in our lives. 

 

All:  Amen. 

 

Scripture Lesson Luke 1:5-25 

 

 In the time of Herod king of Judea there was a priest named Zechariah, who belonged to the 

priestly division of Abijah; his wife Elizabeth was also a descendant of Aaron. Both of them were 

upright in the sight of God, observing all the Lord’s commandments and regulations blamelessly. But 

they had no children, because Elizabeth was barren; and they were both well along in years.  
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 Once when Zechariah’s division was on duty and he was serving as priest before God, he was 

chosen by lot, according to the custom of the priesthood, to go into the temple of the Lord and burn 

incense. And when the time for the burning of incense came, all the assembled worshipers were praying 

outside. 

 Then an angel of the Lord appeared to him, standing at the right side of the altar of incense. When 

Zechariah saw him, he was startled and was gripped with fear. But the angel said to him: “Do not be 

afraid, Zechariah; your prayer has been heard. Your wife Elizabeth will bear you a son, and you are to 

give him the name John. He will be a joy and delight to you, and many will rejoice because of his birth, 

for he will be great in the sight of the Lord. He is never to take wine or other fermented drink, and he 

will be filled with the Holy Spirit even from birth. Many of the people of Israel will he bring back to the 

Lord their God. And he will go on before the Lord, in the spirit and power of Elijah, to turn the hearts of 

the fathers to their children and the disobedient to the wisdom of the righteous—to make ready a people 

prepared for the Lord.” 

 Zechariah asked the angel, “How can I be sure of this? I am an old man and my wife is well along 

in years.” 

 The angel answered, “I am Gabriel. I stand in the presence of God, and I have been sent to speak to 

you and to tell you this good news. And now you will be silent and not able to speak until the day this 

happens, because you did not believe my words, which will come true at their proper time.” 

 Meanwhile, the people were waiting for Zechariah and wondering why he stayed so long in the 

temple. When he came out, he could not speak to them. They realized he had seen a vision in the 

temple, for he kept making signs to them but remained unable to speak. 

 When his time of service was completed, he returned home. After this his wife Elizabeth became 

pregnant and for five months remained in seclusion. “The Lord has done this for me,” she said. “In 

these days he has shown his favor and taken away my disgrace among the people.” 

 

L:  The Light shines in the darkness, 

 

All:  And the darkness has not overcome it. 

 

Response to the Word (3:30 p.m.) Hark, the Glad Sound 

Junior Handbell Choir arranged by Susan Geschke  

 

 Hark the glad sound! The Savior comes, the Savior promised long; 

 Let ev’ry heart prepare a throne and ev’ry voice a song. 

 

 He comes the pris’ners to release, in Satan’s bondage held; 

 The gates of brass before him burst, the iron fetters yield. 

 

 Our glad hosannas, Prince of Peace, your welcome shall proclaim, 

 And heav’n eternal arches ring with your beloved name.  
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Response to the Word (6:45 p.m.) Savior of the Nations, Come 

Adult Handbell Choir arranged by Joshua Kramer 

 

 Savior of the nations, come; virgin’s Son, make here your home. 

 Marvel now, O heav’n and earth, that the Lord chose such a birth. 

 

 Not by human flesh and blood, by the Spirit of our God 

 Was the Word of God made flesh, woman’s offspring, pure and fresh. 

 

 From the Father’s throne he came and ascended to the same, 

 Captive leading death and hell. High the song of triumph swell! 

 

Hymn of the Day God’s Own Son Most Holy 

    Christian Worship 321 

 

Sermon Luke 1:5-25 

 

The Savior Comes: To the Doubting 

 

Please stand 

 

Cantor: An angel went from God to a town called Nazareth to a woman whose name was Mary. The 

angel said to her, “Rejoice, O highly favored, for God is with you. You shall bear a child, and 

his name shall be Jesus, the Chosen One of God Most High.” And Mary said, “I am the servant 

of my God, I live to do your will.” 
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Be seated  
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Offering 

 

Members of St. John’s give offerings to support the Lord’s work in our 

community and around the world. Visitors are welcome but not obligated  

to give an offering. To submit your offering electronically or to fill out an  

online Connection Card, scan the QR code or visit www.sjtosa.org/offering. 

 

Please stand 

 

L: In peace, Lord, in peace we pray to you: 

 

All: God of mercy, hold us in love. 

 

L: For peace and salvation, we pray to you: 

 

All: God of mercy, hold us in love. 

 

L: For us who are gathered to worship and praise you: 

 

All: God of mercy, hold us in love. 

 

L: For all of your servants who live out your gospel: 

 

All: God of mercy, hold us in love. 

 

L: For all the beloved who rest in your mercy: 

 

All: God of mercy, hold us in love. 

 

L: Help us, comfort us, all of our days: 

 

All: Keep us, hold us, gracious God. 

 

L: Great and merciful God, source and ground of all goodness and life, give to your people the 

peace that passes all understanding and the will to live your gospel with mercy and justice, 

through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

 

All: Amen.  
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Lord’s Prayer 

C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,  

  your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as in heaven.  

 Give us today our daily bread.  

 Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.  

 Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

 For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen. 
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Be seated 

 

Closing Hymn All Praise to Thee, My God, This Night 

Christian Worship 789 

 

Announcements 

 

Postlude  
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Serving at Worship 
 

Minister Pastor Joel Leyrer 

 

Musicians Pastor Kyle Bitter, piano 

 

Junior Handbell Choir Director Julie Handeland  

 

Adult Handbell Choir Director Kristi Meyer 

 

 

Worship Notes 

 

• The First Advent Candle: The Prophecy Candle announces the waiting period that 

anticipates Christmas and honors those who first spoke the promise of the Christ Child.  

Their words sparked hope in the hearts of the faithful. 

 

 

Acknowledgements (reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-709971, all rights reserved) 

Holden Evening Prayer © 1990 GIA Publications, Inc.  

“Hark the Glad Sound” Text public domain. 

“Savior of the Nations, Come” Text public domain.  
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St. John’s Holiday Worship Schedule 
 

Wednesdays, December 8 & 15 Midweek Advent Worship  

 3:30 & 6:45 p.m. 

 

Saturday, December 18 Early Learning Center Christmas Service  

 9:00 a.m. 

 

Saturday, December 18 Worship with Holy Communion 

 5:30 p.m.  

 

Sunday, December 19 Worship with Holy Communion 

 8:00 & 10:30 a.m. 

 

Friday, December 24 Grade School Christmas Service 

 4:00 p.m. (Wisconsin Lutheran High School) 

 

Friday, December 24 Service of Lessons & Carols 

 7:00 p.m.  

 

Saturday, December 25 Christmas Day Festival Worship  

 10:00 a.m. 

 

Saturday, December 25 No evening worship 

 

Sunday, December 26 Worship 

 8:00 & 10:30 a.m. 

 

Friday, December 31 New Year’s Eve Worship with Holy Communion 

 6:45 p.m. 

 

Saturday, January 1 Worship with Holy Communion 

 5:30 p.m. 

 

Sunday, January 2 Worship with Holy Communion 

 8:00 & 10:30 a.m.  
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The Mission of our Church 
 

As God’s people gathered together at St. John’s, 
we live to declare the praises of our Savior God 
who called us out of the darkness of sin into the 
light of his grace. 
 
As 21st century disciples of Jesus, we reflect the 
light of God’s love by: 

 
Making worship of our Savior the  
top priority in our lives 
 

Growing in our faith through daily  
contact with God’s Word 

 

Fostering Christian friendships for  
mutual encouragement and support 

 

Using our unique gifts to glorify God 
and serve God’s people 

 

Sharing the good news of God’s 
forgiving love with others 

 
 

 

Pastors 
 

Pastor Joel Leyrer 

joel.leyrer@sjtosa.org 
 

Pastor Eric Schroeder 

eric.schroeder@sjtosa.org 
 

Pastor Kyle Bitter 

kyle.bitter@sjtosa.org 

 
Chinese Outreach Pastor 
 

Pastor Joshua Yu 

joshua.yu@sjtosa.org 

 
School Principal 
 

Mr. Dan Markgraf 

dan.markgraf@sjtosa.org 

 
Church Office 
 

7809 Harwood Ave 

Wauwatosa, WI 53213 

(414) 258-7831 

church@sjtosa.org 

 
School Office 
 

1278 Dewey Avenue 

Wauwatosa, WI 53213 

(414) 258-4214 

school@sjtosa.org   

 

 

 

 
www.sjtosa.org 

 

Worship Services  Worship in Chinese 
 

Saturdays at 5:30 p.m.  Saturdays at 7:00 p.m. 
Sundays at 8:00 & 10:30 a.m. 

 
sjtosa.org 


